ENTERPRISE THROUGH GCSE APPLIED BUSINESS
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RATIONALE

The following sequence of lesson plans, PowerPoint presentations and students’ worksheets have been written to:

(a) link with the main teaching topics in the GCSE Applied Business Course

(b) provide assessment evidence for students’ portfolios for the course

(c) Achieve enterprise knowledge and understanding outcomes

(d) Enable students to show enterprising attitudes, attributes and qualities

(e) Enable students to gain enterprise skills

(f) Meet the current OFSTED criteria for enterprise

The lesson plans have all been written using a 2-hour framework.  Teachers can use part or all of each lesson plan to fit in with their own schemes of work.  The lessons can, therefore, be delivered alongside the GCSE Applied Business Course, and/or during out of hours sessions.

Each lesson has a PowerPoint presentation that focuses on the ‘Enterprise’ part of the teaching topic.  Reinforcement of knowledge will be through student completion of the accompanying worksheets and involvement in the enterprise project.  Additional worksheets have been included which teachers can use to give to students for homework.

ENTERPRISE PROJECT

Whilst I have selected the production of a cross-curricular personalised calendar as the actual ‘product’ to be produced – this is not absolutely essential.  Any particular product can be manufactured, or service provided, the principles of the lessons will remain the same.  However, it is a means whereby ‘enterprise’ can be a realistic part of any subject’s scheme of work – as a contribution to a whole school calendar, containing drawings, poetry and photographs.

Also included are Enterprise Assessment Sheets, from the West Midlands Enterprise Advisor Service.  These can be used prior to the start of the enterprise and at the end of the project to assess qualities, skills and attitudes learned by students throughout the activity.  I would recommend their use.

Sue Harrison

