ENTERPRISE THROUGH GCSE APPLIED BUSINESS

UNIT 1 – INVESTIGATING BUSINESS

Assessment Evidence for Unit 1:  

Students will engage in a practical enterprise activity whilst gathering evidence as shown below.

Stage 1 – Tackling a problem, or identifying a need, by a team or groups of students, which requires the generation and development of ideas and discussion among students to reach a common understanding of what is required to resolve the problem or meet the need.  For example, such activity could involve the manufacture of a product or provision of a service.

ENTERPRISE ACTIVITY: Production of a school calendar to contain individual art work, photographs and poetry, to involve designing questionnaires, conducting market research, costing, gathering material to be used in the calendar, and planning distribution.  Contributions to be encouraged from all departments.

	TEACHING TOPICS
	ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
	ENTERPRISE KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OUTCOMES
	ENTERPRISING ATTITUDES, ATTRIBUTES AND QUALITIES
	ENTERPRISE SKILLS

	ENTERPRISE SELF-ASSESSMENT – Students complete Enterprise Assessment for Learning Sheet prior to start of Enterprise activity and Enterprise (see Stage 4)

	Aims and Objectives

Business Location

Types of Ownership
	Students need to produce a portfolio based on their investigation of TWO contrasting businesses.  They should include information selected from their own work and materials they have collected on each business such as:

(a) what each business does, its aims and objectives, the type of ownership and location (10 marks);


	To understand the importance of key factors in achieving enterprising outcomes eg ideas, innovation, design, creativity, risk.

To include key principles of planning an enterprise (including business planning).


	To undertake activities which require students to show initiative and resourcefulness in order to achieve outcomes.

To undertake activities which require students to exercise a degree of financial responsibility.

To undertake activities which require students to consider the implications of financial decisions on other individuals, business, and the community (local, national or global).


	To practise problem solving, generating creative ideas.

To practise decision-making.

To practise proposing ideas, persuading and negotiating with others.

To practise planning an activity, or process.


Stage 2 -  Planning the Project or activity; breaking down tasks, organising resources, deploying team members and allocating responsibilities.

	TEACHING TOPICS
	ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
	ENTERPRISE KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OUTCOMES
	ENTERPRISING ATTITUDES, ATTRIBUTES AND QUALITIES
	ENTERPRISE SKILLS

	ENTERPRISE SELF-ASSESSMENT – Students complete Enterprise Self-Assessment Sheet prior to start of Enterprise activity and Enterprise – (See Stage 4)

	Business Activity

Functional Areas

Business Communications

External Influences
	(b) the purpose and activities of the functional areas (13 marks);


	To understand ways in which people organise themselves to achieve enterprising outcomes (either in business, community or other contexts).

To understand key issues relating to the effective management of people.

To understand principles of marketing and market research.
	To undertake activities which require students to show confidence in order to achieve outcomes.

To undertake activities which are sufficiently challenging to require positive attitudes in order to achieve outcomes.

To undertake activities which require students to take responsibility in order to achieve outcomes.

To undertake activities in which quality outcomes require hard work and application.
	To practise setting clear goals or targets for achievement.

To develop and practise ‘selling’ skills.

To develop the ability to produce a simple ‘budget’.

To develop the ability to take financial decisions and assess financial risk in an enterprise.




Stage 3 – Implementing the Plan; solving problems, monitoring, evaluating and reviewing progress.

	TEACHING TOPICS
	ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
	ENTERPRISE KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OUTCOMES
	ENTERPRISING ATTITUDES, ATTRIBUTES AND QUALITIES
	ENTERPRISE SKILLS

	ENTERPRISE SELF-ASSESSMENT – Students complete Enterprise Assessment for Learning Sheet during Enterprise activity and Enterprise – (See Stage 4)

	Business Activity

Functional Areas

Business Communications

External Influences
	(a) how the different areas of the business communicate (15 marks)

(b) the external influences, including reference to competitors, economic conditions and environmental constraints (12 marks).


	To develop understanding of key factors in producing a product, eg design, the production process, quality and distribution

To understand the importance of the ‘customer’ or ‘client’.

To understand simple economic principles, eg inflation, supply, demand, costing, pricing.

To understand money, currency and methods of payment for goods and services.

To understand financial aspects of credit, loans, investments and interest.
	To undertake activities which require students to show flexibility, versatility and the capacity to change and adapt.

To undertake activities which require students to show determination and perseverance in order to achieve outcomes.

To undertake activities which require students to achieve outcomes under reasonable time pressures – meeting deadlines.

To undertake activities in which students are given opportunities to show creativity.
	To develop and practise presentation skills.

To develop and practise leadership skills.

To practise working and co-operating effectively in a team.

To develop and practise skills in managing people.


Stage 4 – Evaluating processes, activities and final outcomes holistically; including reflecting on lessons learned, and assessing the skills, attitudes, qualities and understanding acquired as a result of the process.

	TEACHING TOPICS
	ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
	ENTERPRISE KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OUTCOMES
	ENTERPRISING ATTITUDES, ATTRIBUTES AND QUALITIES
	ENTERPRISE SKILLS

	Evaluation of whole activity:

· written

· verbal

· video (if required)

Report written on the whole project by the teacher leading the project.
	During this project, all students will have completed the following:

· Initial Enterprise Assessment for Learning Sheet at the start of the project

· Enterprise Self-Assessment Sheet during the project

· Final Enterprise Self-Assessment Sheet – at the end of the project
	From the list of outcomes, students will select those that they have achieved.
	From the list of attitudes, attributes and qualities, students will select those that they have achieved.
	From the list of skills, students will select those that they have achieved.


