ENTERPRISE THROUGH GCSE APPLIED BUSINESS

LESSON PLAN 6 – EXTERNAL INFLUENCES

Aim

This lesson helps students to learn about external influences on a business.

Preparation

Students need a copy of the gapped Handout  – External Influences - to complete during the lesson, writing instruments and access to ICT/Internet. A3 map of the local area.

Differentiated target

By the end of the lesson:

· All students will be able to describe some of the main external influences on businesses, including their own Enterprise Project

· Most students will be able to give an assessment of the impact on businesses of market competition.

· Some students will be able to give an example of how competition has, or might, affect the Enterprise Project
Activities

On whiteboard:  “Use the Internet to find out what sort of online competition faces your Enterprise Project.  Look at the main goods they produce and see how many other businesses you can find competing based in the UK or internationally.” Use www.freepage.co.uk, www.google.co.uk; www.searchuk.co.uk; www.ukdirectory.co.uk; www.ukindex.co.uk; www.yell.co.uk.

(15 minutes)

Students try and identify organisations that sell quality calendars on-line. (This can be a useful exercise for costing purposes).
Thought starter

(15 minutes)

Complete the gapped handout stating the three main ways in which businesses are externally influenced.

(20 minutes)

(a) In their Enterprise Groups, brainstorm which the external influences likely to affect their project.  What is the Minimum Wage currently?  What is the interest rate for bank borrowing?  How does the production of their calendars affect the environment?

(20 minutes)

(b) Create an A3 map of the local area, draw a circle of one-mile radius from your school or home.  How many environmental problems can you find within the circle?  It could be problems of emissions, noise, unsightly buildings, traffic, litter, waste etc.  Mark them as ‘hotspots’ and state what you think should be done about them.

(40 minutes)

(c) Business activity can damage the environment.  The government and the EU have introduced laws to reduce the impact of business on the environment.  In the UK, local councils, working with the Environment Agency, oversee these laws.  Using the information at www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business, create a leaflet for your Enterprise Project which states which regulations your business must comply with.
Expected outcome

(d) Each Enterprise group will have identified any local businesses who are likely to be competitors and possible costing of similar products for sale

(e) Each student will have researched the Internet to find out the current Minimum Wage, and the interest rate for bank borrowing.

(f) Students will have identified on an A3 map any environmental problems and contributed to discussions about what should be done.

(g) Students will have created a leaflet outlining briefly any legislation which their project must comply with.

Plenary

(10 minutes)

(h) From activities during the lessons, students feed back to group findings related to competitors, minimum wage, and environmental problems.
EXTERNAL INFLUENCES

1.
Complete the following:

Businesses can decide on their type of __________________, their aims and __________________ and the _______________ they will supply.  They can _____________the functions, such as ___________________, that make up the business.  However, a series of ______________ factors are beyond their control.  These factors include:

· business ____________________

· government measures and _______________ conditions, eg the Minimum Wage and ____________  __________ for bank borrowing

· the need to sustain the ______________________, restrictions on pollution
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